
Known DEMAND for HOUSING

DC currently has surpassed 700,000 residents.1 Of those people: 

• 19%, of people in the District live in poverty.2

• 6,521 persons in the District as homeless (3,862 single adults, 13 unaccompanied minors, and 
815 families containing 2,646 family members.)3

• 163,874 of households in DC, or 59%, are renters.4  About 1/3 of those – 57,656 – have 
extremely low incomes (0-30% AMI, i.e. up to $33,100 for family of 4 in 2017).5

• 111,000 people in DC make minimum wage ($14/hour), composing 12%.6 If working full time, 
annual pre-tax income is $27,560/year. Affordable rent is $689 (30% of income).

• SSI/SSDI/Disability benefits are the primary source of income for 34.4 percent of homeless 
single adults.7 $771 monthly SSI amount8 is the only source of income available to disabled 
adults; $370/month Interim Disability Assistance (IDA).

• 48% of homeless families in D.C receive TANF benefits as their primary source of income.9 

• 1,647 families sought shelter or housing services at the central point of intake for families 
experiencing a housing crisis (3% increase from the 2018 Hypothermia season). Only 815 
families were in the shelter system when the Point-in-Time was done.10 

• 6,183 single persons used the shelter system from Nov. 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018.11

• 32,000 D.C. children (26%) were living in poverty, and 49,000 children (39%) were living in 
households with a high housing cost burden in 2018.12

• 1,602 homeless children compose homeless population in D.C., but at least 5,593 D.C. school 
children were experiencing homelessness when they started the 2018-2019 academic year.13

• 40,000 households are on DCHA’s voucher waitlist; 26,000 households are on the public 
housing waitlist.14 

• 47% of D.C.’s population is Black, while 45% is white15; 87% of African Americans compose 
the homeless population.16  Median household income for Black residents is $42,000 vs. 
$134,000 for white residents.17  
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